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116
To help with the process of harmonisation, it is necessary to collate and share best practices of 117 registration conditions and procedures across Europe. Importantly, this information can also 118 be used to audit compliance with the EUROTOX standards. As recognition of professionals in 119 toxicology, including specialist qualifications, is becoming more important than ever, we 120 believe that this can best be achieved based on the steps for harmonisation outlined here 121 together with the proposed new Guidelines. The ERT guidelines have attained a degree of standardisation and precision which will be 299 further enhanced by current work and the activities described above. On this basis it seems 300 reasonable to start a process for recognition of the ERT training as a European Standard e.g. EUROTOX may also be required, as may external financial support, e.g. via EU tender 327 projects. Clearly, the subject of officially registering fields of specialization of ERT will be 328 important in the future, but currently priority needs to be given to the structural work on ERT 329 and the formal recognition described above. 330
331

Conclusions
333
The EUROTOX system for recognizing the professional qualifications and experience of 334 toxicologists has proven a valuable asset for European toxicologists since its inception more 335 than 20 years ago. The development of detailed guidelines for content and processes of 336 registration and re-registration has helped to improve harmonisation among national 337 registration systems. This process will continue with the immediate focus being on sharing of best practice, 342  auditing of registration and re-registration procedures. 343
The explicit goal is to achieve formal recognition of the ERT as a professional qualification 344 by competent bodies in Europe and worldwide. This may in the future include recognition of 345 specialist qualifications for toxicologists. 346 347 348
